
As we continue through this holy season of Lent, we allow our hearts and minds to recall the ultimate
sacrifice that Jesus made for us.

Here at Aquin, we practice acts of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving which have become a large part of who we
are as the Aquin community. We pray daily as a family first thing in the morning and again before and after lunch.
Praying and participating in weekly Mass also offers us those special opportunities to come together in our faith and
remember that Jesus is a part of every one of us. We are blessed to have Aquin as a place where we can openly
practice our faith.

Although fasting isn’t practiced in the traditional sense, our students practice self-control in situations each
day. Here at Aquin, young minds are formed with the guidance of our staff where many opportunities exist offering
instances of decision-making and self-control. We are also fortunate to have positive role models within our school
community to help students become successful and productive members of the community that supports us.

Alms giving is practiced monthly by collecting money for local organizations. Below is a list of the
organizations we have contributed to so far this year. Aquin has been a blessing to these groups and this is noted in
the letters of gratitude that we have received throughout the year.

Throughout Lent, we will participate in prayer and activities together which will support our staff and
students as we seek to follow Christ more deeply. I encourage you to take time with your families to reflect and
share how your gifts and talents can be shared with others.

I wish you a holy and blessed Lenten season.

Many blessings,
Laura Herbers, Principal

Casual Day for a Cause Collection Total:
$2,645.75

Collections have benefited:
Cascade Food Pantry

Resources Unite
Aquin families helping Aquin families

Ronald McDonald House



Parent Survey: Thank you for completing the parent survey! Your responses will be compiled into a summary which
will help guide us in our continued growth and progress, and we will share these highlights with you. Hearing your
feedback will help us to know what you feel we are doing well, and what we need to focus on as we continue
forward.

2023-2024 Covenants: Thank you for returning your covenants in a timely manner! This is helpful to us as we work
on preparations for next school year. If you have not yet returned your covenant, please do so as soon as possible. If
you have questions about your covenant, please contact Mrs. Herbers

STO Tuition Assistance: Please complete the STO tuition assistance application as soon as possible! We encourage
all families to apply for the STO tuition assistance, even if you feel you may qualify for the Educational Savings
Account.

Below is a link to apply for STO tuition grants for the 23-24 school year.  STO tuition grants are available for students
going into grades K-12 next year.  The qualifying income levels are listed below.  If you have specific questions about
how to complete the FACTS STO application, please call the FACTS Helpline at 866 315 9262 Monday-Thursday 7:00
am to 7:00 pm and Friday 7:00 am to 5:00 pm. The deadline for applications to be turned in is April 15. 

Please contact Mrs. Herbers to set up an appointment to complete the application as well!

The online FACTS application can be found at https://online.factsmgt.com/aid.

Persons in Household          STO Qualifying Income Rate 
             2                                               $78,880 
             3                                               $99,440 
             4                                               $120,000 
             5                                               $140,560 
             6                                               $161,120 
             7                                               $181,680 
             8                                               $202,240

Thank you, Kelli Trumm! Kelli Trumm, our Aquin business manager, has been with us for 20 years and will soon be
leaving us and moving on to other opportunities. During her time here, she has filled many roles and helped out in
many ways. We are so thankful for her time here, and wish many blessings to her. Thank you, Kelli!

ESA Update: We continue to receive additional information on the Educational Savings Account program and its
implementation. There have been some updates, specifically surrounding who is eligible for an ESA for the
2023-2024 school year. As a reminder, the following situations qualify for an ESA for next school year:

● All students entering Kindergarten
● Any current homeschool student or student currently enrolled in a public school
● Currently enrolled nonpublic school students if their family’s income is at 300% or below of the federal

poverty level. Please see the updated FPL levels at
https://aspe.hhs.gov/topics/poverty-economic-mobility/poverty-guidelines (take the income level for your
family size and multiply it by 3 to see if you qualify.)

Applications will be available in the upcoming months for those families qualifying for an ESA for the 2023-24 school
year. To find out the latest news on the ESA program and to sign up for email updates,please visit
https://educateiowa.gov/pk-12/education-savings-accounts



If you know of a family who is interested in learning more about Aquin, please send their information to Mrs.
Herbers. I would be happy to set up a visit or tour!

Weather-related School Cancellations: We are waiting for guidance from the district regarding how the last few
weather-related cancellations will affect the current school calendar. Once we have this information, we will share it
with our Aquin families.  We do know for sure that April 6th & 10th are two of the make-up days.

Lenten service project: Aquin's Lenten service project began on Ash Wednesday and will continue until the end of
the school year.  We are collecting gently used shoes to be sent to Haiti and Honduras in order to provide an
opportunity for people to begin their own small business of selling shoes.  There will be a collection box in Aquin's
lobby.

Yearbooks: The Yearbook Committee is hard at work on the Aquin yearbook and would like your assistance with
photos. We have collected some classroom photos, but If you have any sport, activity, or other Aquin student photos
that you or your child would like us to use in the yearbook, please send them by e-mail to Mrs. Willenborg:
awillenborg@aquin.org
Thank you for helping to develop this year’s Aquin Yearbook!

God Bless,

7th and 8th Grade Yearbook Committee

Mrs. Willenborg

P.S. Photos must be submitted no later than March 31st to be inserted in the yearbook. Sooner is always better if

possible.

READY TO ORDER NOW? Cash or Check payable to Aquin Cost $10 each

Online ordering will begin April 1st. Watch for an email from the office.

Middle School Play: The Aquin Middle School Music Dept. will present the musical, Shrek, Jr.  Thursday, March 16
at 1:15 (school matinee), Friday, March 17 at 7:00 p.m., and Saturday, March 18 at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., all at the
Ellen Kennedy Center. There is no admission fee, and the show is presented with the permission of Music Theater
International. The show loosely follows the original cartoon movie, and the full Broadway show ran for 12 months on
Broadway, and the full movie musical has been on Netflix. The show features Aquin students playing the main
characters of Shrek, Donkey, Fiona, and Lord Farquad and his guards as well as a full range of fantasy/fairy tale
creatures and citizens of the city of Duloc.

Here is the cast list:

Shrek Jr Cast List:

Shrek: Chase King  

Fiona: Harper Sconsa  

Donkey: Carley Conrad  

Dragon: Dominic Cook

 Lord Farquaad: Caleb Casey  

Young Fiona: Addy Topping  

Teen Fiona: Gillian Dowe  



Storyteller 1: Mollie Orr  

Storyteller 2: Colie Leytem  

Storyteller 3: Chloe Henneberry

 Captain of the Guards: Cody Lynch  

Guard 1: Oliver Cook

 Guard 2: Samuel Smith  

Duloc Dancers: Bryce Carroll, Leo Noonan, Aaron Trumm, Mollie Orr, Leona Manternach, Jada Noonan, Aubrey
Trumm  Gingy: Colie Leytem  

Pinocchio: Chloe Henneberry

 The Three Pigs: Aubrey Trumm, Jaylin Burkle, Jada Noonan  

The Three Bears: Gillian Dowe, Leona Manternach, Julia Knepper  

Three Blind Mice: Mollie Orr, Colie Leytem, Addy Topping  

Wicked Witch: Emma Poole  

Ugly Duckling: Millie Hosch  

Peter Pan: Allison Decker

 Big Bad Wolf: Kelsey Koppes

 Pied Piper: Leo Noonan  

Knights: Oliver Cook, Samuel Smith, Cody Lynch, Leo Noonan

 Dwarf: Aaron Trumm

 Bishop: Leo Noonan

The production has been supported by staff members Beth Heim, scenery, and Andrea Willenborg, and the tech
crew: Riley Finn, Bentley Goedken, and Bristol Curtis.

Parent volunteer director Shontele Orr, Aquin Alumni Carly Manternach and Travis Simon, costumes and alterations
by Sue Manternach, as well as other volunteers from the community in various roles.

We hope you will enjoy this production!

Dad’s Breakfast: The Aquin Dad’s Breakfast was held Sunday, February 19th.  The dads managed to feed around
270 people.  The Aquin Dad’s Committee of Calvin Rea, Nic Noonan, Fred Oliphant and Brad Boffeli would like to
send a special thanks to Herb Green Ford Inc., Ohnward Bank & Trust, Fidelity Bank and Trust, Prairie Farms, Marv
& Kim Lynch, McDermott Oil and Rea Seed for their donations.  Also, to Tammy Harms, Vicki Knepper, Stump
Sauser, Laura Herbers and Kelli Trumm for all their help behind the scenes.  Finally, a big thanks to all the dads who
worked Sunday and for their cash donations as well.  Without all of your help, none of this would be possible.

Preschool Conferences: Preschool conferences will be held on Monday, March 27th & Tuesday, March 28th from
3:30-6:00.

Casual Day for a Cause: Casual day for a Cause will be held on Wednesday, March 29th for the Cascade Library
Building Project.



Gala: Aquin’s 12th Annual Gala will be held on Saturday, March 25th at the American Legion hall.  Listed below are
the links to purchase tickets and apparel.

Link for ticket purchase: Aquin Catholic School - Gala Dinner and Event Tickets March 25, 2023 - Cascade, IA

Link to purchase merchandise: Home | Aquin Gala 2023 (inksoft.com)

Pop Tabs: A reminder to keep collecting pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House.

Benefit Raffle: The Aquin System Board of Education would like to thank everyone for your support of the Aquin
System Benefit Raffle.  Next drawing is April 27, 2023.  Congratulations to all the winners:

January 25th-Drawing

$500.00- Paul Peiffer

$100.00-Dixie Schuster

$100.00-George Knepper

$100.00- William Hutchins

$100.00- Lisa Vander Lugt

$100.00- Barney Otting

$ 50.00- Gene Conrad

$ 50.00- Jennifer Peiffer

$ 50.00- LaVonne Callahan

$ 50.00- Cyndi Trumm

$ 50.00- Andy Noonan

$ 50.00- Mary Beth Potter

$ 50.00- Steve Otting

$ 50.00- Jim Trumm

$ 50.00- Janice Trumm

$ 50.00- Logan Archer

$1,500.00

Upcoming Events:

March 16th-18th-Middle School Play

March 25th- Aquin Gala

April 7th -No school

April 21st-Grandparent’s Mass



April 16th-First Communion at St. Matthias

May 5th- Walk-a-thon


